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BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CLAYDON AND 

BARHAM VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 5th OCTOBER 2015 

PRESENT:  S Carr, J Lea, D Milward, G Musson, P Usher, County Councillor J Field, 

District Councillor J Whitehead and PCSO Phil Brill 

1.10 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no public in attendance. 

2.10   REPORTS OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT 

COUNCILLORS 

Councillor Field’s report was laid round at the meeting. (file) 

Councillors J Whitehead highlighted the recent report that the government was proposing to 

close some Magistrates Courts in Suffolk, including Bury St Edmunds and Lowestoft. (file) 

3.10  REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER 

PCSO Brill’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  (file) He reported that he would 

continue to attend the Parish Council meeting when he was able to as Barham was part of the 

funded PCSO scheme but the future of the Police in Suffolk was still being considered but 

hopefully some decisions will be made by the end of November.   

4.10  Apologies: N Cooper, Ms C Webb and District Councillor J Caston 

5.10  Declarations of interest appropriate to any item on the agenda 

None were received. 

6.10 MINUTES of the meetings of 7th September 2015 were agreed and signed. 

7.10  WORKPLAN 

Councillors received an update on the outstanding matters. 

10/14 – 12.10 – Enforcement Action – Pesthouse Lane – Cllr Whitehead and J. Lea will visit 

the site once the leaves had fallen from the trees to allow better visibility of the site. 

02/15 10.3 – Barham Picnic Site – County Councillor Field reported that he had contacted a 

member of the County legal team who felt it was not a County matter since they had severed 

all involvement with the site and that the Parish Council will need to carry out its own 

analysis of the risks involved following legal advice.  Councillors felt that this response 

needed to be more formal from Suffolk County Council and Councillor Field agreed to 

approach the department and ask them to put their response in writing to the Parish Council 

before the Parish Council meeting in November.  The Parish Council will then consider the 

response. 
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8.10  REPORTS 

a. Village Hall – Mr Musson reported that he had attended a recent meeting.  A lot of work 

had been carried out at the hall with minimal expense but the kitchen was in need of an 

overhaul. He had informed the committee that if they wished to apply for a grant from the 

Parish Council that they should apply before the beginning of November.  There was still 

concern regarding the Village Hall’s constitution and this was being investigated. 

b.  Community Centre – Mr Musson reported that he had attended a recent meeting.  The 

grant awarded by Sita had now been used to finance the replacement windows including all 

the fascias and shiplap boarding.  They were now looking at signage and a noticeboard. 

c.  Recreation Ground – The management of the ground was still moving forward and that 

they will consider applying to the Parish Council for a grant. 

9.10  FINANCE 

a.  Monthly payments – It was agreed to signed cheques to the value of £1,326.33. 

b.  BDO External Audit – All Councillors noted that the external audit had now been 

completed. 

10.10 ROAD SIGNS AND MARKINGS 

Mr Musson asked if Councillors would give consideration to approaching SCC Highways to 

ask if some roundalls could be installed on the Norwich Road as you enter the village from 

both directions and Barham Church Lane as a traffic calming measure.  Councillors agreed 

this could be effective and asked Councillor Field to approach SCC Highways on their 

behalf. 

10.11 PCSO FUNDING 

Mr Musson reported that Great Blakenham Parish Council was now reconsidering their 

decision to withdraw from the scheme.  Henley Parish Council was now interested in being 

part of the scheme and that Somersham Parish Council was also considering joining the 

scheme.  Mr Leigh Jenkins of Suffolk Police informed the recent Tasking Group meeting that 

the future of these schemes in Suffolk were still being considered and that a decision would 

be made towards the end of November.  

Parish Councillors felt that the PCSO funded scheme should continue to be supported and 

agreed that a letter be sent to the Chief Constable supporting the scheme and that Claydon & 

Whitton and Great Blakenham Parish Councils be encourage to do the same.  A copy of the 

letter to be sent also to Tim Passmore, the Police Commissioner. 
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