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BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CLAYDON AND 

BARHAM VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 3
rd

 NOVEMBER 2014 

PRESENT:  S. Carr, N. Cooper, T. Girling, D. Milward, G. Musson, P. Usher, District 

Councillors M. Redbond and J. Whitehead, County Councillor J. Field and PCSO Phil Brill 

1.11  PRESENTATION BY DLP PLANNING CONSULTANTS REGARDING THE 

PROPOSALS FOR THE LAND OFF NORWICH ROAD 

The Chairman welcomed Robert Philips and Matt Hill, DLP Planning Consultants and Nigel 

Kemp from Taylor Wimpey.  Mr Philips outlined their proposals for a small housing 

development on the piece of land off Norwich Road.  They were considering two schemes.  

The first being for 14 residential properties, comprising 5 affordable dwellings with 

associated highway, landscaping and infrastructure provision, the second scheme for 16 

residential dwellings, comprising 5 affordable dwellings.  Both designs took into account the 

importance of safeguarding the listed building, Low House.  There was a tree on the site with 

a TPO in place.  The site is situated with Flood Zones 1,2 and 3, with most of the 

development lying within the flood zone 1. 

Both schemes were proposing to have access off Norwich Road, not through the existing 

estate off Weavers Way. 

Councillors raised some concerns regarding the access from the new development onto the 

busy Norwich Road and its proximity to the junction of Barham Church Lane and the 

entrance opposite the proposed access for the doctor’s surgery, a pedestrian access from the 

proposed new development to the existing housing site and the protection of the tree. 

Mr Kemp confirmed that he would take on board all of the comments made and would make 

further investigations regarding the access road.  He reported that he hoped that a planning 

application will be submitted to MSDC before the end of the year. 

2.11 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no public in attendance3 

3.11  REPORTS OF THE COUNTYAND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

County Councillor J Field’s report was circulated at the meeting. (On file) 

Councillor J Whitehead’s report was circulated at the meeting (On file) 

4.11  REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER 

PCSO Phil Brill’s report was circulated prior to the meeting. (On file).   

5.11  Apologies: A. East, J. Lea and Miss C Webb 

6.11  Declarations of interest appropriate to any item on the agenda 

Mr Girling declared an interest as he was the Acting Chairman for the Recreation Ground, 

when discussing the budget item. 
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7.11  MINUTES of the meeting of 4
th

 October 2014 were approved and signed. 

8.11  WORKPLAN 

Councillors received an update on the outstanding matters. 

05/14 2.5 Enforcement Case 4 Barrack Cottages – Mr Redbond reported that this case was 

progressing slowly.  Some clearing had taken place in the rear garden and a site visit had 

taken place with officers. 

05/14 14.5 Footpath along Norwich Road – A meeting had taken place with Parish 

Councillors and David Stiff, Manager Central Highways, where he was shown the problems 

with Norwich Road footway and the drains in Sandy Lane.   

10/14 12.10 Enforcement Action – Pesthouse Lane – A site visit by Officers was due to take 

place. 

9.11 REPORTS 

Claydon and Barham Community Centre – This report had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. (See file) 

10.11 STREET LIGHTING 

The Chairman reported that over the Christmas and New Year period it would be considerate 

to have the street lights to remain on until 1am rather than midnight.  It was agreed that SCC 

be requested to leave the street lights on for an extra hour from 22
nd

 December to 2
nd

 January 

2015. 

11.11 FILMING AT COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Following the Council’s decision at the last meeting, all Councillors received a copy of the 

protocol for filming at the Parish meetings.  Subject to two minor amendments Councillors 

agreed to adopt the new protocol and that the Council’s Standing Orders be amended to 

reflect the change. 

12.11  FINANCE 

a. Monthly payments – It was agreed to sign cheques to the value of £3,467.74. 

b. 1
st
 Draft Budget 2015/16 – Councillors had received the 1

st
 draft budget and noted the 

contents of the report.  The Chairman asked Councillors to give consideration to any item 

they wished to be included for next year.   

The Chairman raised concern regarding the financial position of the Recreation Ground.  On 

examining their accounts it appeared that many of the outgoings including the annual 

insurance, repairs and maintenance, utilities and cleaning were leaving the Recreation 

Ground with a shortfall.  He felt that these costs should be met jointly by the Parish Council 

and Claydon  & Whitton Parish Council annually.  This would then allow the Recreation 

Ground to build up reserves for projects to improve the facilities.  The total expenditure at the 

end of February was £3,268.92, against income of £2,535.  
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He explained that at the present time the grass cutting expense was being met by the 

Recreation Ground by 46% and the remaining 54% met by both Parish Councils on a 60 / 40 

split but all other expenditure had to come from the money raised by the Recreation Ground 

through hire fees and from the Pre School.  He was therefore requesting that the Parish 

Council approach Claydon & Whitton Parish Council to give consideration to assisting the 

Recreation Ground in conjunction with Barham Parish Council on a 60 / 40 basis to meet the 

total yearly expenditure.  Councillors agreed that Claydon & Whitton Parish Council be 

approached to enquire if they would be willing to assist, as this was a valuable asset to both 

villages. 

The Clerk had received a request from the management committee of the Village Hall for 

financial assistance towards the purchase of two wheelchair ramps, cost would be in the 

region of £200.  It was agreed to contact the committee to establish the actual cost and this to 

be discussed at the next meeting. 

A full budget to be adopted by the Council will be presented at the next meeting in 

December. 

 

 

 

Chairman                 Date 


