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BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CLAYDON AND 

BARHAM VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 1
ST

 JULY 2013 

PRESENT:  A. East, T. Girling, J. Lea, G. Musson, Miss C. Webb, Mrs H Whitefield, 

County Councillor J. Field and District Councillor M. Redbond and J. Whitehead 

1.7  PRESENTATION BY TAYLOR WIMPEY EAST ANGLIA – PROPOSED 

DEVELOPMENT OF LAND, NORWICH ROAD, BARHAM 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Mark Chapman and Mr Mark Edmonds from Taylor Wimpey 

who gave a presentation outlining their initial proposals for the development of the land off 

Norwich Road.  Mr Chapman highlighted the results of a recent Housing Survey that had 

been carried out to assess the housing needs for Barham.  The questionnaire was sent to every 

household in Barham and Claydon with 400 responses received.  The results showed that 

45% of households did not believe further housing was necessary but if additional 

community facilities were included then this figure rose to 60%.  

  

Mr Chapman informed Councillors that discussions had commenced with Planning Officers 

at MSDC and Taylor Wimpey were considering up to 41 units, not necessarily Affordable 

Housing but through the government backed “Help to Buy Scheme” where the government 

loans you up to 20% of the cost of a new-build home, so you only need a 5% deposit and a 

75% mortgage to make up the rest.  It was envisaged that once plans of the site had been 

preliminarily agreed with MSDC and before the planning application was submitted that 

Taylor Wimpey would hold public exhibitions for Councillors and parishioners to view and 

comment on the proposed plans. 

 

Councillors made the following concerns:- 

 

- access to and from the site, particularly off Norwich Road, due to the close proximity of 

Barham Church Lane  

- the use of Weavers Close as an emergency exit only 

- at the proposed number of units 

- the need for affordable housing units  

- the mix of available house types 

- protecting homeowners from noise from the A14 

 

Mr Chapman confirmed that consideration will be given to the points raised. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr Chapman and Mr Edmonds for their attendance. 

  

2.7  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions.  
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3.7  REPORTS OF THE COUNTYAND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Councillor J. Field reported on the recent cabinet changes, that he was a member of the 

Scrutiny and Pensions Committees, the lighting of the chimney at the Sita site, Home to 

School Transport and the County’s budget. 

Councillor M. Redbond and J. Whitehead’s report was circulated prior to the meeting.  (see 

file) 

4.7  REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER 

No Police in attendance.  Concerned was expressed that their had been no police attendance 

or a report for the last two meetings. 

5.7  Apologies: D. Milward 

6.7  Declarations of interest appropriate to any item on the agenda 

Mrs H Whitefield declared an interest due to the proximity of the proposed development on 

Norwich Road by Taylor Wimpey to her residence. 

7.7  MINUTES of the meeting of 13
th

 May 2013 were approved and signed. 

8.7 WORKPLAN 

Councillors received an update on the outstanding matters. 

Buses along Barham Church Lane – Miss Webb highlighted the continuing problem with 

school buses along this Lane, drivers were being extremely inconsiderate and dangerous.  

Councillor J Field had previously indicated that a meeting between himself, Mr David 

Lawrence, the Principal of Otley and Easton College and Judy Wright from the Barham 

Green Residents Group would take place, but no further action had been taken.  Councillor 

Field will respond to Judy Wright direct and asked if any of the company names of the buses 

concerned could be passed to him this would be very helpful. 

Pathway along Old Norwich Road – The Chairman reported that following a response from 

SCC indicating that no further works will take place along this stretch, a letter had been sent 

to Dr Poulter MP requesting his support.  Acknowledging his support for further action he 

had written to SCC for a response.  No further correspondence had been received.  Councillor 

Field reported that he believed SCC had responded to Dr. Poulter MP and that SCC would 

write to the landowners requesting they cut back the vegetation.  It was agreed that the Parish 

Council contact SCC to enquire if the landowners had been contacted and if not to try to 

ascertain who owned the land and write direct 

Section 106 Monies – The Chairman reported that Tom Barker of MSDC had indicated that 

there were funds available from the Hall Farm development in the region of £22,000.  These 

were available in three categories, Play £5071.50, Community Buildings £3528 and Sports 

pitches/outdoor sports £12,136.50. 

The Chairman requested that the Play monies be used towards play equipment for the 

Recreation Ground and this was agreed.  As regards the Community Buildings fund of £3528 

he felt that Claydon and Whitton Parish Council should apply for this fund to assist with 

projects at the Village Hall.  This was agreed by the Council.  It was also suggested that 
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Claydon Football Club be notified that there was £12,136.50 available for sports pitches and 

that they should apply direct to MSDC for this funding. 

9.7  REPORTS 

Councillors noted the report of Miss Webb who had attended the recent SALC meeting. 

10.7  FINANCE 

c. Monthly payments – It was agreed to sign cheques to the value of £7,457.79 for payments 

made between 1
4th 

May 2013 and 1
st
 July 2013.  

11.7  MEETING ARRANGEMENTS 

The Chairman requested that Councillors give consideration to holding the Parish Council 

meetings on a monthly basis.  This would enable the business of the Council to be dealt with 

more regularly and outstanding issues kept up to date.  It was agreed that Barham Parish 

Council meetings be held on the 1
st
 Monday of every month, except August. 

12.7  PLANNING ENFORCEMENT – 105/11/EN AT 4 BARRACK COTTAGES, 

BARHAM GREEN 

The Chairman reported that Barham Green Residents Group was still experiencing problems 

with a resident who had for some time abandoned his vehicles on the Green in front of his 

property.  Councillors noted the background history of this site and that an enforcement case 

was still outstanding for this property in relation to the untidy site, but no action had been 

taken to date by Enforcement Officers at MSDC. 

At a recent meeting of the Group it had been decided that the Group would seek legal advice 

to have the vehicles removed.   This revealed that the Group can instruct a Solicitor to issue 

an order for these vehicles to be removed within two weeks.  The Group would meet all the 

legal costs in doing so.  Before any action was taken it was agreed to approach the Parish 

Council to establish the present situation as regards the enforcement by MSDC. 

Having contacted MSDC it appeared, in order to exercise their enforcement powers due to 

the amount of time that has previously lapsed, MSDC would need to write to the resident  

requesting him to clear the land, allow him the opportunity to do the necessary works and 

then failure to do this would result in enforcement action, but this could take some time. 

Councillors expressed concern that these issues had still not been resolved but agreed to fully 

support Barham Green Residents Group to take legal action to have the vehicles removed 

from the Green.  It was also agreed that the Parish Council contact MSDC to push for further 

action and to establish the timeframe for the enforcement process. 

13.7  BARHAM PICNIC SITE 

The Chairman reported that the draft lease had been considered by the Claydon Football Club 

at a recent meeting and a few minor amendments had been passed to the Solicitor.  All 

Councillors had received a copy of the lease agreement and it was agreed that this document, 

subject to the amendments, be signed by the Parish Council and Claydon Football Club. 
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14.7  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

PCSO Tasking Group – The Chairman reported that the new Service Level Agreement had 

been signed for a further 2 years. 

 

Chairman                 Date 


