
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL held on 

Friday 17
th

 September 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 

AGENDA ITEM FOR DISCUSSION – Traveller’s encampment on Barham 

Green 

 

Background to the reason for calling the meeting:    On Friday 10
th

 September, 

travellers arrived on the Green.   Mr Lamplough acting as spokesperson for 

residents contacted Mrs Whitefield and put forward the suggestion that a Solicitor 

be consulted to put into action proceedings to evict the travellers.   In the absence 

of the Chairman and the Clerk on holiday, Mrs Whitefield agreed this could be 

done and Mr Lamplough made contact with Burketts to start the process. 

 

On Wednesday, the Clerk having returned from holiday, sort advice from SALC on 

the subject and was informed that the decision to call in a Solicitor could not be 

made by any one councillor.  It would require full parish council backing, or a 

quorum at least. 

 

In view of this Mrs Whitefield called the extraordinary meeting to seek approval 

for the decision.   However as it turned out, only 2 parish councillors were present 

thereby making it impossible to ratify the decision to call in a solicitor. 

    *********** 

 

Mrs Whitefield opened the meeting by welcoming residents of Barham Green 

(approx 20) and inviting them to air their views on the subject: 

 

In describing what has been happening, i.e. driving on the Green, cutting branches, 

using the wooded area as a toilet, bonfires etc etc., residents were very clear in their 

opinion that they wanted an eviction order served as soon as possible. 

 

Mrs Whitefield explained that she has now become aware that Mid Suffolk has a 

protocol in place for dealing with this type of situation.  The Gypsy and Traveller 

Liaison Officer has already set up a case conference for Tuesday 21
st
 Sept when the 

decision can be taken to evict, with legal action following on quickly. 

 

The Residents however, were of the opinion that the parish council should still 

continue to deal with the matter separately through Burketts, even though this 

would be extremely costly.   A show of hands indicated that all those present 

wished that  ‘parallel’ action should be taken.   Further more they considered that 

in future, the clerk should have the delegated power to act in an emergency with a 

predetermined budget.   This should be incorporated into the Standing Orders. 

 

Various ideas were put forward as to how to protect the Green in the future. 

 

Mrs Whitefield said that all these matters will be discussed at the parish council 

meeting to be held on Tuesday 21
st
 September at 7.00p.m. in the Church Hall. 



 

 

 

  

 


