
BARHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1
st
 March 2010 at 7.00p.m. in the 

Church Hall. 

 

Present: T Girling (Chairman), J Risbrow, H Whitefield, J Lea, N Cooper, C Stokes, D Milward, 

D Mayhew, R Farrow (Clerk), J Field (County Councillor), and 5 members of the public. 

 

1.  Apologies: G Musson, PCSO Cat Howard, Councillor M Redbond. 

 

2. Members declaration of interest – none 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 Mrs Chris Farley, on behalf of the new Vicar, spoke about the idea of setting aside a day 

for older people to meet together socially, have available useful information from Age 

Concern and enjoy a lunch.  It is envisaged that 80 people from the 3 parishes could be 

interested and a suggested date is 30.4.10 at Henley Community Centre.  Any financial 

help towards costs would be very much appreciated. 

 

 The new owners of the fishing lakes, Jason and Gary gave details of their plans to erect 

new signs which will show clearly the right of way for walkers.  It has been observed that 

some dog walkers are failing to clear up their dog waste and a request was made for an 

extra dog waste bin at the end of Pesthurst Lane which could perhaps help. The anti-

social behaviour which was a problem appears to have improved 

 

 PCSO Whitrow in an off-duty capacity advised how to avoid strange scams. He stated the 

next Tasking meeting is 18
th

 March. 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on the 4
th

 January 2010 were signed by the Chairman as 

being a true record. 

 

4. Matters arising: 

 a) Gipping Valley Surgery update.  Following various discussions between the NHS 

Suffolk and Dr Thomas two Open Meetings were arranged in order to give members of 

the public a chance to express their opinion.   The proposal put forward at the meetings is 

to build a new surgery either at Hackney Corner or on the present site.  A third option 

would be at Claydon Court which would be suitable for alteration.  It was stated that 

money is available to build.  The general opinion of patients who attended the meetings 

was that they want the surgery to be on the present site. 

 

 b) Barham Picnic Site update:   Mr Girling reminded the meeting of the various 

discussions that have taken place on this subject, resulting in the preparation by Sarah 

Blake of an application claim form for MSLSP funding.   It was agreed unanimously that 

the claim form should be submitted for consideration forthwith.   Mr Field stated he 

would be happy to provide extra funding to the scheme and will look into other possible 

sources. 

 

4c) Future open space funding:   Details of all Section 106 funding available for Barham 

had been supplied by the Clerk.  Of the money available for Community Hall use only, 



the Community Trust would like to make application for £3865.00 to purchase new tables 

and chairs as part of their refurbishment programme. Mr Girling put this to the meeting 

and it was agreed unanimously that we support their claim. 

 

 Regarding monies available for ‘Outdoor Sports’, Mr Girling stated that  Gipping Valley 

Bowls Club at Gt Blakenham might consider making an application for funding, in which 

case the Parish Council would be asked to give their support of the claim. 

 

5. Police Report:   In her absence, PCSO Cat Howard had provided a written report (copy 

on file) 

 

6. County Councillor’s Report: Mr Field gave his report (copy on file).  Mr Field further 

stated that the Estate Manager at Shrubland has complained about the deposit of 

rubbish/dog fowling on the paths through the grounds.  Concern was expressed that the 

owner could close some of the permissive paths if this continues.       

 

7. District Councillor’s Report:  Mr Redbond had provided a written report which was 

circulated in the room. (copy on file) 

 

8. Chairman’s Report:  Mr Girling stated that comments have been received about the 

fence being erected along Sandy Lane on the Shrubland border. As a result an 

enforcement notice has been served, pending planning permission being obtained. 

 

9. Highway Matters:  New street signs at Ely Road are to be erected 

 

10. Street lighting – no problems 

 

11. Finance Matters:   A list of cheques issued since the last meeting was approved.   Bank 

Reconciliation noted. 

 

12. Planning Matters:   Details given of planning applications that have been determined by 

MSDC. 

 

13. Correspondence:   Information has been received from Mid Suffolk Housing Enabling 

Officer regarding the number of affordable homes available in the area in the current 

scheme.  An open meeting is to be arranged to ensure local people in need of housing are 

aware of how they apply. 

 

14. Reports from appointed reps: 

 Recreation Ground – Mr Girling has been informed of the next meeting on 26
th

 March. 

 Village Hall:  Following the resignation of Peter Welham, the new chairman is Mr G 

Rogers. 

 Community Trust:  see item 4c 

 

15. Matters raised by members:  Mrs Whitefield queried whether the Section 106 funding 

available to organisations, could help to reduce our Precept spending. 

 

16. Date of next meeting – ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 12
th

 April 2010 at 7.00p.m. 

in the Church Hall.  



  

 

 

 

 

   

 

   


